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History 4100.001: Modern Britain since 1830  

University of North Texas, Spring 2018  

Mondays and Wednesdays 3:30-4:50, Wooten 121 

 
'Peace Celebrations Indian Troops Marching Down Whitehall', 1919. 

Oil on canvas by Dora Meeson, 1919, National Army Museum 

Kate Imy, kate.imy@unt.edu, Wooten Hall 266 

Office Hours: MW 12:30-2 or by appointment 
 

Description: What made a small island nation into the largest empire the world has ever seen? 

What inspired Britons to fight and die in imperial and world wars, while strife and turmoil 

brewed at home? This course examines the history of Britain from the back alleys and 

workhouses of Dickensian England to the post WWII world of the Brixton riots. It considers the 

ebbs and flows of British social, class, cultural and military history, from tea drinking charity 

workers to militant suffragettes, the rise of anti-colonial nationalisms to Brexit. This course 

focuses on the interconnections between the economy, culture, warfare, and society. It 

incorporates sources from a diverse range of authors, including poetry, art, film, propaganda and 

political treatises. It asks students to think about how the meaning of “Britain” changed over the 

course of the nation’s imperial, post-colonial, and “globalized” history. 

 

Course Objectives 

1. Strengthen critical thinking skills 

2. Learn to interpret and comment thoughtfully on a variety of materials (text, film, 

images)  

3. Improve writing by formulating clear and concise arguments supported by primary 

source evidence 

4. Analyze and interrogate “official” narratives and personal histories by considering 

how they intersect with and depart from one another 

 

 

Required Books: 

W. Arnstein, Britain Yesterday and Today. 

 

mailto:kate.imy@unt.edu
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Other Required Purchases: 

Mrs. Miniver (1940 film) 

My Beautiful Launderette (1985 film)  

**Both available for rent or purchase online or in stores 

 

Other Readings 
Other readings listed on the syllabus will be available on the websites provided or posted on 

Blackboard. Please print and bring all discussion materials to class on the assigned dates.  

 

The most important daily readings are the primary sources. These will be discussed in class. The 

textbook is meant to provide you with a unifying narrative and general overview to clarify 

lectures and discussion. 

 

Grading: 

In-Class Essays: 10% 

Paper Proposal: 5% 

Midterm: 20% 

Position Papers (5% each): 10%  

Primary Source Essay: 20% 

Final Exam: 25% 

Class Participation: 10% 

 

Grades for individual assignments will appear on Blackboard for your reference. The final exam 

and final course final grades will not be posted on Blackboard. Students may request final exam 

grades via e-mail after the final course grades have been posted to my.unt.edu. 

 

Standard UNT Grading Procedure: 90%+ A; 80%+ B; 70%+ C; 60%+ D; 59.99% or lower F. 

Students slightly below 90% may be eligible for an “A” based on high overall performance, 

noteworthy improvement, and/or a final exam grade of “A.”  

 

Assignments 
All assignments are due as hard copies at 3:30pm on the assigned date as well as submitted as 

electronic copies to turnitin.com. Papers failing to adhere to either of these guidelines, but 

received appropriately within twenty four hours of the start of class on the due date, will be 

subject to an automatic 10% grade deduction. An additional 5% will be deducted for failing to 

provide a hard copy, and for each subsequent day of tardiness. Late assignments can be dropped 

at the History Department main office (Wooten 225) where they must be time-stamped by the 

front desk staff. Late assignments should not be left at my office when I am not there. 

 

Students may stop by during office hours or schedule appointments to discuss the results of 

individual assignments starting 24 hours after the assignment has been returned to students. 

Grades and assignment results will not be discussed prior to this time. No assignments will be 

accepted after the final exam has been administered. When in doubt: communicate. 
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Position Papers & Debates:  Each position paper (up to one page single spaced, Times New 

Roman, 11-12 point font) asks students to select a pre-assigned “position” about major debates in 

the history of Modern Britain. This may mean defending a position with which you do not 

personally agree. You should write your paper as if you are a person in Britain making this 

argument yourself. This may, if you choose, include writing in the voice of an historical actor or 

primary source author. 

 

You should create a succinct argument based on the topic and position provided and support this 

argument with evidence from assigned primary sources or the Arnstein book. Evidence may 

include short quotations and relevant names, dates, ideas, and events from the sources. Ideas 

should be organized into paragraphs. 

 

Any citation style is acceptable as long as you remain consistent throughout. Bibliographies are 

not required. 

 

 Position Paper 1 (24 January): Industrialization in Britain was: 

 A necessary way of making Britain an economically productive nation. 

 Too fast and not worth the humanitarian hardships. 

 Position Paper 2 (12 February): Voting rights in Britain: 

 Should remain in the hands of the few. 

 Should be extended gradually. 

 Position Paper 3 (4 April): The best way to respond to economic depression: 

 The Labour party. 

 Communism. 

 Fascism. 

 

Position papers are meant to prepare students for group debates about the assigned topic. Each 

“side” will discuss their position and elect a representative to take a leadership role in the debate. 

Students may not serve as representatives in back-to-back debates. Whichever “side” presents 

the most reasonable and well-supported argument will win the debate and earn 5 extra credit 

points on the assignment. Only the two highest position paper scores will be calculated in the 

final grade. 

 

Automatic Deductions: Position Papers 

 Late: -10 (after 3:30pm) 

o Failure to submit the paper to turnitin.com by 3:30pm on the 

assigned due date and/or to turn in a hard copy by 3:30. 5 points 

off for each subsequent day 

 Not single spaced: -2 

 Sources not cited: -1 to -5  

 Incorrect formatting (Not times New Roman 11-12 font) -2 (up to -10 if 

this coincides with length issues) 

 Overlong or incomplete: -2 to -10  
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In-Class Response Papers: There will be a number of unannounced in-class essays based on 

days when there are assigned discussion materials (but not debates/position papers). Students 

may bring and use hard copies of readings for reference. For film or interviews, students may 

bring their printed or hand-written notes. These cannot be retaken or made up for any reason. 

The lowest grade will be dropped. 

 

Midterm (7 March): The exams consist of identifications and essays based on quotations, 

terms, images, and prompts.  

 

 
Jack's Pure Tea, 1899, (The National Archives, UK) 

 

 

Primary Source Essay (16 April): Students may choose to write an essay on one of the 

following themes related to Modern Britain: 

  

Class 

Gender 

Religion 

Race 

Voting Rights/Politics 

Migration 

 

Other themes may be approved if they are cleared at least one week in advance of the deadline 

and students demonstrate a good sense of primary sources available. 

 

Students must use at least 5 primary sources to complete the essay. At least two sources must 

come from pre-approved archives and databases listed below. 

  

Students should build their argument by selecting primary sources, analyzing them, and 

supporting their argument with evidence in the form of short quotations, names, dates, events, 

etc. Students are expected to demonstrate that they can make appropriate use of in-class 

materials and find relevant evidence from appropriate sources. Essays should be organized into 

paragraphs with a clear introduction that sets up the main argument of the paper. 

 

Students must use documents, films, interviews, and images from class and at least three sources 

from the following: 

 

 Primary source articles from British Periodical Index Plus: 

https://libproxy.library.unt.edu:2165/britishperiodicals/index  

https://libproxy.library.unt.edu:2165/britishperiodicals/index
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 The National Army Museum:  https://collection.nam.ac.uk/  

 British and Irish Women’s Letters and Diaries: 

https://iii.library.unt.edu/search~S12?/X/Xwomen%27s+letters+and+diaries&m=a&m=i

&m=g&m=j&m=c&m=d&m=e&m=f&m=k&m=m&m=t&m=o&m=r&m=n&m=p&m=s

&m=z/1%2C5%2C5%2CB/frameset&FF=X&1%2C1%2C  

 Imperial War Museum: http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections  

 

Students may choose sources from any combination of the above (one of each, three from the 

same, etc.) as long as they use a total of at least three primary sources from the above sources, in 

addition to whatever materials from class that they find relevant (for a total of five sources).  

 

Secondary sources other than Arnstein and primary sources from places not listed above must be 

cleared by the instructor at least one week prior to the deadline. 

 

Requirements: 

 At least 5 primary sources (at least 3 from approved online databases) 

 Times New Roman, 11-12 point font; 6-7 pages not including title page 

 Title page with a creative paper title, student name, professor name 

 No heading on subsequent pages 

 Page numbers all pages except the title page 

 Footnotes using the following general style: 

  [For secondary sources:] Author, “Article Title,” Periodical VOL# 

(DATE): page number, link to website for that item. 

 For books: Author, Book (Publication City: Publisher, Year), page. 

 [For items used in class] Author, Title (Year), page number. 

 Works Cited or Bibliography not required.  

 If you are using images, please include a copy of the image, with the link to 

NAM, IWM, etc. at the end of the essay. This will not count toward the total page 

total. 

 Organize essay into paragraphs with a central argument articulated clearly at the 

end of the introduction (first paragraph). 

 Include short quotations or specific details from primary sources to support the 

argument. 

 

Grading Rubric  

 

 A: Follows instructions, makes a strong, clear central argument. Supports the argument 

with ample evidence including short quotations and paraphrased references from the sources. 

Organization is clear and all evidence supports the larger argument. 

 

 B: Includes some good observations and has an argument. Makes good use of evidence 

from sources. Follows most of the general instructions. Organization of ideas could be 

strengthened or are not always consistent with the main idea.  

  

https://collection.nam.ac.uk/
https://iii.library.unt.edu/search~S12?/X/Xwomen%27s+letters+and+diaries&m=a&m=i&m=g&m=j&m=c&m=d&m=e&m=f&m=k&m=m&m=t&m=o&m=r&m=n&m=p&m=s&m=z/1%2C5%2C5%2CB/frameset&FF=X&1%2C1%2C
https://iii.library.unt.edu/search~S12?/X/Xwomen%27s+letters+and+diaries&m=a&m=i&m=g&m=j&m=c&m=d&m=e&m=f&m=k&m=m&m=t&m=o&m=r&m=n&m=p&m=s&m=z/1%2C5%2C5%2CB/frameset&FF=X&1%2C1%2C
https://iii.library.unt.edu/search~S12?/X/Xwomen%27s+letters+and+diaries&m=a&m=i&m=g&m=j&m=c&m=d&m=e&m=f&m=k&m=m&m=t&m=o&m=r&m=n&m=p&m=s&m=z/1%2C5%2C5%2CB/frameset&FF=X&1%2C1%2C
http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections
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 C: Has either good ideas or some strong evidence. Organization is not always clear and 

instructions were not necessarily followed. Stronger argument or better use of evidence would 

elevate this to a “B.” 

 

 D: Does not have clear main ideas. Most likely does not make use of evidence from the 

sources. Organizational problems throughout and failure to follow general instructions. 

 

 F: Fails to follow instructions. Includes neither a strong argument nor includes evidence 

from the sources. Falls short of required length, makes use of unapproved materials, and/or does 

not cite sources. 

 

Automatic Deductions: Primary Source Essay: 

 Late: -10 (after 3:30pm) 

o Failure to submit the paper to turnitin.com by 3:30pm on the 

assigned due date and/or to turn in a hard copy by 3:30. 5 points 

off for each subsequent day. 

 Failure to double space: -5 

 Failure to cite sources or include images: -5 to -10  

 Minor footnoting/citation errors: -1 to -5 

 Wrong font size or style -5 (more if this contributes to length issues) 

 Overlong or too short: -2 per quarter page; -5 for every half page under 

required length  

 Absence of page numbers -2 

 Absence of title page: -2 

 Heading on pages after title page: -2 

 

Paper Proposal (28 March): Students must prepare a draft proposal for their primary source 

essays. These should identify the theme of the students’ choice, what specific angle or topic they 

are discussing, and reference to at least two primary sources from online databases and archives 

that will be consulted in the longer essay. The format for the proposal is open—students may 

choose to write an outline, a first page rough draft, a summary, or whatever is most useful. Being 

as specific and thorough as possible will be the most beneficial for getting early feedback on the 

longer essay. Proposals should be submitted via Blackboard only by 2:00pm (no hard-copy 

required).  

 

Final Exam (9 May, 1:30-3:30pm): The final exam will be a combination of essays and 

identifications based on quotations, terms, images, and prompts. It will be cumulative with an 

emphasis on materials covered after exam 2.  

 

Participation Grades: Participation grades are based on attending class on time and providing 

thoughtful feedback on assigned materials. Students who regularly miss class, are habitually 

tardy, or interrupt lectures and discussions to mention things that are off-topic or tangential will 

receive low participation grades. Students who are on time and present for the vast majority of 

classes, who contribute to debates and discussions, and/or who regularly provide thoughtful 

insight about assigned materials, will receive high participation grades.  
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Optional Essay (30 April): A student may choose to write one “optional essay” (same format as 

a short paper) to replace the score of either one short essay or one in-class quiz. This is not extra 

credit but a replacement of a low score. If the optional essay score is lower than the original 

score, the original score will stand. The conditions of writing an optional essay are as follows: 

1) Those planning to complete an optional essay must come by during regular office 

hours or set up an appointment to discuss it at least one week prior to the due date (an 

informal chat after class does not count). At that time students will determine paper 

topics and sources in consultation with me. 

2) The optional essay should be written about any single primary source assigned on a 

day when there was no position paper or in-class essay. The primary source cannot be 

used in the student’s research paper. 

3) Students may complete only one optional essay per term.  

4) Students may not use an optional essay if they have missed more than one in-class 

essay, failed to turn in a short essay, or been late on both of their short essays.  

5) An optional essay must be handed to the instructor as a hard copy, in-person. E-mails, 

mailbox drops, or under door submissions will be thrown away.  

6) Optional essays are due at 9:30 on December 5th and will not be accepted late.  

There are absolutely no exceptions to any of the above conditions. If students fail to adhere to 

these guidelines, the optional essay will not be graded. 

 

Plagiarism and Academic Integrity  

All work must be original to each student and may not be completed in pairs or groups. Doing so 

may warrant a zero grade for that assignment. Wikipedia, cliffs notes, sparks notes, blogs, and 

online encyclopedias are not appropriate sources and should not be consulted when completing 

any assignments. Doing so may warrant a zero grade. All appropriate sources (primary and 

secondary) should be cited in footnotes. Typical university protocol on plagiarism, as stated on 

the UNT Academic Integrity website (http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity ), will be 

enforced.  

 

Course materials may not be distributed or posted online without the express written consent of 

the instructor. All students who wish to use recording devices must sign a statement agreeing not 

to post, distribute, or circulate any part of the lectures. A failure to do so constitutes a theft of 

intellectual property and may warrant dismissal from the course, an “F” grade, and appropriate 

UNT disciplinary action. 

 

Respect and Civility 
Students are expected to treat one another, the course, and professor with the respect of a 

workplace. On time arrival, staying on topic, and avoiding distracting behaviors helps to 

maintain a stable working environment for your classmates. Bullying or aggressive behavior will 

not be tolerated. Please silence all electronic devices and avoid non-academic discussions during 

class time. Students may not use cell phones in class.  

  
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students’ 

opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional 

http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity
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forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the 

classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether 

the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The Code of Student Conduct can 

be found at www.deanofstudents.unt.edu 

 

Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, & Assault 
UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual 

harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. If you (or 

someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of aggression, please know 

that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and harassment 

based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to support 

you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and 

housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more.  
  
UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help 

support survivors, depending on their unique needs: http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0 
  

Tutoring and Study Sessions 
For tips about strengthening your study skills, writing ability, and time management, or for 

coordinating study sessions and meeting tutors, please feel free to contact UNT’s learning center. 

https://learningcenter.unt.edu/ 

 

Disability Services 

Should you require specific arrangements for examinations, note-taking, take-home assignments, 

or other accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Accommodation so that the 

correct procedures may be followed. Students should set up appointments with me as soon as 

possible in the semester to ensure that all paperwork is complete and accommodations are clear 

to all parties. https://disability.unt.edu/services 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.deanofstudents.unt.edu/
http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0
https://learningcenter.unt.edu/
https://disability.unt.edu/services
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Course Schedule 

 

 
 

 

 

Date Topic

Textbook 

Reading Discussion Reading

Assignment 

Due

WEEK 1

17-Jan

Introduction: War 

and the Monarchy

WEEK 2: Age of 

Improvement? 1830-

1851

22-Jan Arnstein, 1-2 

24-Jan

James Kay, "The Moral and Physical Condition of the Working 

Classes" (1832);  Andrew Ure, "The Philosophy of Manufactures" 

(1835); Friedrich Engels, "The Condition of the Working Class in 

England," (1844); 

Position 

Paper 1

WEEK 3: Chartism, 

Famine, Revolution

29-Jan Arnstein, 3-4

31-Jan Letter from Susan Liddell Yorke on the Irish Famine (1846).  

WEEK 4: Exhibiting 

the Nation

5-Feb Arnstein, 5 

7-Feb

James Wilson, "The First Half of the Nineteenth Century" (1851); 

Henry Mayhew, "The Costermongers" (1851); E. Lynn Linton, 

"The Girl of the Period" (1868); Hyppolite Taine, "English 

Womanhood" (1871) 

WEEK 5: Liberalism, 

War and Reform 

12-Feb Arnstein, 6-7 

John Stuart Mill, "Considerations on Representative 

Government" (1861); John Bright, "The Case for Democracy," 

(1865); Robert Lowe, "The Case Against Democracy," (1867)

Position 

Paper 2

14-Feb

WEEK 6: From 

Ripper to Wilde in 

The Victorian City

19-Feb

21-Feb Arnstein, 8

Josephine Butler, "Social Purity" (1879); Excerpts from W.T. 

Stead, "The Maiden Tribute of Modern Babylon," (1885); General 

Booth, "In Darkest England" (1890)
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Date Topic

Textbook 

Reading Discussion Reading

Assignment 

Due

WEEK 7: The High 

Tide of Empire

26-Feb Arnstein, 9-10

28-Feb

Excerpts from S. Satthianadhan, "Four Years at an English 

University" (1890); G.P. Pillai, "London Through Indian 

Spectacles," (1897); A.B.C. Merriman-Labour, "Britain Through 

Negro Spectacles" (1909)  

WEEK 8: Exam

5-Mar Midterm Review Midterm Review

7-Mar Midterm Exam Midterm Exam

WEEK 9: Divisions 

and Reforms

19-Mar Arnstein, 11-12

21-Mar

George Bernard Shaw, "Report on the Fabian Policy" (1896); 

Arnold White,  "The Alien Immigrant" (1903); Churchill, 

"Liberalism and Socialism," (1906); Sir Edward Carson, "The 

Case for Ulster" (1912);  Pankhurst, "My Story"  (1914)

WEEK 10: War and 

"Peace"

26-Mar Arnstein, 13-15 

Rupert Brooke Poems (1914);  Excerpts from War Speeches of 

Lloyd George and Von Bethmann Hollweg (1914)

28-Mar

**Paper 

Proposals 

Due**

WEEK 11: Strikes, 

Depression, and 

Totalitarianism

2-Apr Arnstein, 16-17

4-Apr

The Labour Party, "Labour and the New Social Order" (1918); 

John Strachey, "The Case for Communism" (1932); Sir Oswald 

Mosley, "The Case for Fascism," (1932).

Position 

Paper 3

WEEK 12: The 

Second World War 

and International 

Insecurity

9-Apr  Arnstein, 18-19 

11-Apr

Mrs. Miniver (film, 1940); Anne Jane Walker Shepperd, Blitz 

Diary (1940); Winston S. Churchill, "Britain Stands Alone" 
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Date Topic

Textbook 

Reading Discussion Reading

Assignment 

Due

WEEK 13: 

Decolonization and 

Deindustrialization

16-Apr Arnstein, 20-21

**Final 

Papers 

Due**

18-Apr

Time Magazine, "A Salute to 'Swinging London'" (1966);  Debate 

on Whether Britain Should Join the European Economic 

Community (1972);  Bernard D. Nossiter, "Britain: A Future that 

WEEK 14:  The 

World of Thatcher

23-Apr Arnstein, 22-23 Film: My Beautiful Laundrette (1985) 

25-Apr

WEEK 15: Britain in 

the New Millenium

30-Apr

Archbishop of Canterbury, "Civil and Religious Law in England: 

a religious perspective" (2008);  Amit Chaudhuri, "The Real 

Meaning of Rhodes Must Fall" (2015)

2-May Review Review


